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Applications Awaiting First Action
FY 2009 — FY 2012 (through November)
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Total UPR and RCE Filings
FY 2001 — FY 2012 (projections)
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RCE Backlog
FY 2010 — FY 2012 (through November)

RCE Backlog

—e— RCE Backlog 75,529 as of November 30™.




 First Action Pendency and Total Pendency
~ FY 2009 - FY 2012 (through November)
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Interview Time
FY 2008 — FY 2012 (through November)
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21,273 hours as of November 2011, compared with 20,177 hours in November 2010.



Clearing the Oldest Patent Applications 2.0 (COPA)
FY 2012 (through 11/5/11)

Distribution of Corps Backlog (Tail)

o . FY2012 Goal:
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FY 2012 COPA Backlog (Tail): Applications with filing dates on or before September 1%t, 2010 (304,000 on Oct. 1, 2011)
FY 2012 Goal: Reduce COPA Backlog (Tail) by 260,000 applications




Forward Looking First Action Pendency
FY 2009 — FY 2012 (through November)
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Forward Looking Pendency represents an estimate of the average number of months it would take to complete a first
Office action under current and projected workload and resource levels for an application filed at the given date.
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Sustained decrease in actions per disposal is a positive indicator — issues are being resolved efficiently.
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UPR Examiner Attrition Rate

Less Transfers and Retirees
FY 2001 — FY 2012 (November)
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Quality Measures
12 Month Rolling Average
FY 2005 - FY 2012 (through November)
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Quality Measures

USPTO Patents Quality Composite Iltem - Actual Metrics

Reporting Final Disposition In-Process Pre-FAOM Search Complete FAOM Quality Index External Quality Internal Quality Quality Composite
Period Compliance Rate Compliance Rate Review Review Reporting Survey Survey Score
FY12-Nov 95.5% 95.3% 95.1% 90.8% 89.4% N/A N/A N/A
FY11Q4 95.4% 95.2% 94.6% 90.9% 89.5% 3.0 4.3 30.7
FY11Q3 95.4% 94.7% 93.4% 90.0% 89.1% 2.7 4.2 26.4
FY11Q2 95.3% 94.8% 90.8% 89.7% 88.9% 2.7 4.2 25.5
FY11Q1 96.2% 94.9% N/A N/A 88.9% 3.6 N/A N/A
FY1004 96.3% 94.9% N/A N/A 89.3% 3.6 N/A N/A
FY10Q3 96.0% 94.6% NA N/A 89.5% 1.8 N/A N/A
FY10Q2 95.7% 94.4% N/A N/A 89.1% 1.8 N/A N/A
FY10Q1 94.5% 94.1% NA NA 87.9% 1.2 N/A N/A
FY090Q4 94.4% 93.6% N/A N/A 85.9% 1.2 N/A N/A
FY090Q3 94.1% 94.1% N/A N/A 84.2% 1.1 N/A N/A
FY09Q2 93.8% 93.9% NA N/A 83.4% 1.1 N/A N/A
FY09Q1 94.0% 93.4% N/A N/A 83.5% 1.3 N/A N/A
The Final Rejection and The In-Process compliance |The First Action On The Merits (FAOM) Search Review 12-month average of 5 The External Quality Survey [The Internal Quality Survey |The Quality Composite
Allow ance (Final rate focuses on the quality |and Complete FAOM Review provide comprehensive Quality Index Reporting provides a measure of the |measures the degree to Score is composed of the
Disposition) compliance rate |of examination early in assessments of the degree to w hich the search metrics being tracked for degree to w hich the w hich the experience of seven individual metrics
focuses on the correctness | prosecution, rather than on |conducted prior to the first office action, and the first quality performance. ltems |experience of patent patent examiners reveals show n here. The composite
of the examiners' overall the end-product. Metric action on the merits, respectively, conformw ith best are converted to "% desired |applicants and practitioners [trends and issues indicative | metric determines progress
determination of the determined by 12-month % |practices. Metric determined by OPQA random-sample, behavior"” for inclusion in reveal trends and issues of quality concerns in each component metric
patentability of the claims in | Compliance as determined |points-based-review of examiner w ork product. Composite. Items tracked indicative of quality The survey is conducted tow ards the desired five-
the decision to finally reject |by OPQA random-sample- |Score=Points earned/available points. include: concerns. The survey is semi-annually and year goal, applying a
or allow an application. review of Non-Final Office Actions per Disposal; RCEs |conducted semi-annually ascertains examiner w eighting factor to each
Metric determined by 12- Actions. as % of Total Disposals; and solicits input from perceptions of their metric and summing the
2 month % Compliance as Reopenings After Final; stakeholders w ho are experiences w ith the w eighted progress in each
o determined by OPQA 2nd+ Action NonFinals; and |frequent customers of the |various tools and inputs that |component metric to
:‘é’ random-sample-review of Restrictions After First USPTO on their perceptions |are required to conduct a determine the overall
S Allow ances and Final Office Action. of examination quality over |high quality examination. progress tow ards the
o Actions. the preceding three month | The metric is reported as composite quality goal. A

period. The metric is
reported as the ratio of
positive to negative
responses regarding
satisfaction with overall
examination quality.

the ratio of positive to
negative responses to a
question regarding overall
satisfaction with
examination quality.

composite score of 0
represents the statistical
achievement in the base
year used for comparison.
A composite score of 100
represents attainment of a
superior level of
performance identified as
the stretch goal.
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Average time from petition grant to final
disposition: 262 days

M M Shortest time from petition grant to final
Green Technologies Pilot P 7 daye

Longest time from petition grant to final
December 2009 — November 2011 [isosition 638 days

Green Technologies Pilot
Request Summary 1/10 05/10  06/10 07/10  08/10  09/10  10/10  11/10 12/10 _ 01/11 03/11 05/11 06/11 07/11  08/11 11/11  Total
| Petitions Received 325 351 124 76 67 72 234 133 95 86 32 166 340 287 165 548 150 276 216 162 151 145 291 202 | 4790
Awaiting Decision (by month) 316 541 138 68 58 77 147 42 42 56 51 107 256 220 224 310 327 285 272 282 244 252 325 357
Requests Granted (by month) 2 12 209 67 45 38 98 180 65 48 26 81 122 222 117 263 86 237 167 116 206 111 156 128 | 2,802
Requests Denied (by month) 7 0 2 29 18 7 30 28 14 11 6 1 0 10 9 23 14 14 9 0 3 0 7 0 242
Requests Dismissed (by month) 0 121 316 43 14 8 36 30 16 13 5 28 69 91 35 176 33 67 53 41 65 32 55 42 1,389

12/09 01/10 02/10 03/10 04/10 05/10 06/10 07/10 08/10 09/10 10/10 11/10 12/10 01/11 02/11 03/11 04/11 05/11 06/11 07/11 08/11 09/11 10/11 11/11

B Awaiting Decision

B Requests Granted B Requests Dismissed ORequests Denied B Petitions Received

14



Project Exchange Pilot
January 2010 — November 2011

Project Exchange Pilot

Request Summary 1/10 2/10 3/10 4/10 0510 06/10 07/10 08/10 09/10 1010 11/10 1210 0111 0211 03/11 04/11 0511 06/11 07/11 0811 0911 10/11 1111 Total
Petitions Received 16 14 6 1 1 3 8 18 42 19 13 25 9 9 4 6 4 6 2 1 1 0 0 208
Aw aiting Decision (by month) 1 8 1 1 1 4 12 18 5 10 8 17 6 0 1 1 4 4 0 0 0 0 0
Requests Granted (by month) 15 6 8 1 1 0 0 4 41 14 11 14 19 15 3 3 1 5 5 1 1 0 0 168
Requests Dismissed (by 0 1 5 0 0 0 0 8 14 0 4 2 1 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 40

01/10 02/10 03/10 04/10 05/10 06/10 07/10 08/10 09/10 10/10 11/10 12/10 1/11 2/11 03/11 04/11 05/11 06/11 07/11 08/11 09/11 10/11 11/11

B Awaiting Decision B Requests Granted B Requests Dismissed B Petitions Received

15



Prioritized Examination
(through November)

September October November

Request Summary

FY11 FY12 FY12
Number of Requests Entered in PALM 852 403 233
Number of Request Allowed 9

16
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President Obama Presents
the 2010 National Medal of
Technology and Innovation
October 21

Under Secretary for Commerce and

Director of the USPTO David Kappos and

Deputy Director Teresa Stanek Rea

traveled to the White House to honor the

recipients of the highest award bestowed

upon innovators in the United States. - \

/

. . . . . u President Obama honors rocket scientist Yvonne C. Brill with the 2011 National Medal of Technology and
Innovation for improvement in the effectiveness of space propulsion systems. Photo by NSF.
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* IT Overhaul for the 215t Century
« Dynamic views of drawings, claims, and annotations

« Greater Examination & Agency Efficiency

My Case List  Case Viewer Hello, John Do Feedback | Help

B e el syout Examine Merits 90/009628 - Pressure Protection Manager System & Apparatus
Case Contents Case Data Specification 09/07/1999 Search Within Case
Case Number  90/009528 =
Title Pressure Protection CompUier
Manager System &
Apparatus |
Status Ready after Non-Final Filter Previous searches | Search
= Applicant/Owner
2 computer | All types | All phases | All dates Turn Snippets off | 5
Inventor Kenneth
Schofield,
Holland, M1
Inventor Mark L. Larson,
Grand Haven, M1
Specification 1
Inventor Keith 1, Vadas, =] g
Background The in to a test adm| y at paper and computer-based testing processe
Conventional may be computer-t ssed. In
% Drawings
o Claims 2
| o | 62 &y | " computer ): a fixed casing accommodating a first computer component and having an apening; a movab
o I - A claims 3
computer, comprising: a fi smmodating a first computer component and having an ope » movab
Claims 4 =l
£ - [l | &= | =1][ % Show  All Active Claims
2 Claim Tree @ 2] | ® Notes
/ % = Claims:
/ dos A . . fixed ‘
103 1. A computer, comprising: a fixed casing
=r2 accommodating @ first computer component This bears more scrutiny.
3 102,103
a4 and having an opening; a movable casing i
B L covering said opening of said fixed casing, said
ig 6 -
| .
| 7 movable casing having a tab protruding from
8
= said movable casing, said movable casing
10 accommodating a second computer
11
9 12 component on an inner surface of said movable
i [ || L —— _LI_I casing: a pair of hinzes rotatablv counling said =4

18



My Case List Case Viewer
|\ Es 2 Examine Merits
Case Contents Case Data
Case Number  90/009528 —
Title Pressure Protection
Manager System &
Apparatus ]
Status Ready after Non-Final
= Applicant/Owner
Inventor Kenneth
Schofield,
Holland, MI
Inventor Mark L. Larson,
Grand Haven, MI
Linventor Keith J. Vadas., |

CIREEar]
® =
Fig 1
3
=== j

0.0.10-SNAPSHOT 5521
Hello

nn Uoe

Specification 09/07/1999 Search Within Case

computer

Filter Al types All phases Previous searches

computer | All types | All phases | All dates
6 results found: 4 Incoming, 2 Qutgoing, 0 Prior Art

Feedback

Turn Snippets Off = =

Incoming decuments from applicant/requestor (4)

Description Date Rank ~
Specification 1
Background The invention relates to a test administration system that integrates paper and computer-based testing processes.
Conventional testing systems may be computer-based ~r paper-based. In some
& Claims 2
A computer, comprising: a fixed casing accommodating a first computer component and having an opening; a movab
Claims 3
A computer, comprising: a fixed casing accommodating a first computer component and having an opening; a movab
Claim 4 =

Help

90/009528 - Pressure Protection Manager System & Apparatus

Search

Patented Claims

abe, | All Active Claims * |[Q Find within document

EIEFL Show

|»

Claim Tree @ (+) Notes

= = Claims: |

102
103

1.

=t2

=l 3
=4
=t5

A computer, comprising: a fixed casing
accommodating a first computer component
and having an opening; a movable casing
covering said opening of said fixed casing, said
movable casing having a tab protruding from
said movable casing, said movable casing
accommodating a second computer
component on an inner surface of said movable

casing: a pair of hinees rotatablv counline said

This bears more scrutiny.

102,103
11/30/2011, 12:51 PM, J. Doe
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citing "other material" on IDS form

37 CFR 1.98 (a) lists "other information” which may be cited in an IDS form. The
PTO/SB/08A form is imited to US and foreign patents and their ... more »

5 comments Submitted by Julie Burke 10 months ago

608.01(C) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION *
Non-mandatory nature of Background

Section should be revised to help novice Examiners recognize and appreciate that no
Background section is statutoriy required, and thus absence ... more »

5 comments Submitted by Mke Haynes 10 months ago

608.01(C) BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION *
Non-mandatory nature of Summary

Section should be revised to help novice Examiners recognize and appredate that no
Summary section is statutoriy required, and thus absence ... more »

4 comments Submitted by Mike Haynes 10 months ago

608.01(C) BACKGROUND OF THE INVEMTION
Non-mandatory nature of Field of the Invention

Section should be revised to help novice Examiners recognize and appredate that no
"Field of the Invention" section is statutoriy required, ... more »

1 commant Submitted by Mike Haynes 10 months ago

Sign In




United States Patent and Trademark Office

Home Site Index Search FAQ Glossary Guides Contacts eBusiness eBiz alerts News Help

Patents > Search Collections > "Manual of Patent Examining Procedure” Edition 8 (E8), August 2001, Last Revision July 2010

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP)

m

Eighth Edition, August 2001
Latest Revision July 2010
Consolidated Laws - the latest published version of the patent laws (Appendix L of the MPEP or Consolidated Patent Laws, whichever is more current).z=ptemee: 2007
Consolidated Rules - the latest published version of the patent rules (Appendix R of the MPEP or Consolidated Patent Rules, whichever is more current).u, zo10
How to obtain a copy of the MPEP
MPEP Archives (1948 - 2008)
Current MPEP:

The “E8r8" columns below includes the PDF and html documents updated in Revision 8 of the Eighth Edition of the MPEP, dated July 2010. The documents updated in Revision 8 were the following: Blue Pages; Title
Page; Chapters 300, 500, 1200, and 1700; Appendix R; and the Index

Zipped files are also provided to facilitate downloading of the entire MPEP in PDF and HTML format.

File  |E8r8 E8r8 Chapter, Appendix Title
Blue |PDF html Blue Pages

Title  |PDF html Title Page

FWD |PDF html Foreword

ToC  |PDE html Table of Contents Beginning January 2011, the USPTO is offering
Intro |PDF html Introduction an altemate method for commenting on selected
0100 |PDF html 100 SEET’E:CY- _ACCFE‘SS- National Security, chapters of the Manual. To participate in an online
and Fareign Filing ) j _
0200 |PDF html 200 Types, Cross-Noting, and Status of Application drs?ussron and confribute your ideas, fook for the
0300 |PDF html 300 Ownership and Assignment - Discuss this Section link in Chapters 100 to /
0400 |PDF html 400 Representative of Inventor or Owner 400, or see

0500 |PDF html 500 Receipt and Handling of Mail and Papers
0600 |PDF html 600 Parts, Form, and Content of Application
0700 |PDF html 700 Examination of Applications

800 Restriction in Applications Filed Under
35 U.S.C. 111; Double Patenting

0900 |PDF  |html  |900 Prior Art, Classification, and Search MPEP that will include changes to Chapters 500

1000 |PDF html 1000 Matters Decided by Variou; U.5. Patent and 600 based on suggestions received in the
and Trademark Office Officials

1100 Statutory Invention Registration (SIR) and
Pre-Grant Publication (PG Pub)

1200 |PDF html 1200 Appeal

annn  lnne e FEEY.TT i

http://uspto-mpep.ideascale.com.

0800 |PDF html The USPTOQ is also working on a revision fo the

MPEP discussion forum
1100 |PDF html



United States Patent and Trademark Office

7 Home | Site Index | Search FAQ) Glossary Guides Contacts eBusiness eBiz alerts News Help

Patents > Search Collections > MPEP > 100 Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing

Go to MPEP - Table of Contents

100 Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing

4 Discuss this Section

100 Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing \
101 General [R-5]

102 Information as to Status of an Application

103 Right of Public To Inspect Patent Files and Some Application Files [R-5]
104 Power to Inspect Application [R-3]

105 Suspended or Excluded Practitioner Cannot Inspect

106 Control of Inspection by Assignee [R-5]
106.01 Rights of Assignee of Part Interest

110 Confidential Nature of International Applications

115 Review of Applications for National Security and Property Rights Issues [R-5]
120 Secrecy Orders [R-5]

121 Handling of Applications and Other Papers Bearing Security Markings

130 Examination of Secrecy Order Cases [R-5]

140 Foreign Filing Licenses [R-5]

150 Statements to DOE and NASA

151 Content of the Statements

100 Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing

browse after

KEY: £/=online business system § =fees Bl =forms 4 =help 1% =laws/regulations i =definition (glossary)

The Inventors Assistance Center iz svailable fo help you on patent matters. Send questions sbout USPTO programz and zenvices fo the USPTO Contact Center (UCC). You can suggest USPTO webpsges or matenal you would like festured on thiz zection by E-mail to the webmasteri@uspto.gov. While we cannot promize fo
sccommodste sl requests, your suggestions will be conzidered and may lesd fo other improvementz on the website.

| HOME | SITE INDEX| SEARCH | eBUSINESS | HELP | PRIVACY POLICY
Last Madified: 11/30/2011 19:48:59
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= =Y America Invents Act

Goals of Patent Reform Legislation
e Encourage innovation and job creation

o Support USPTQO's efforts to improve patent quality
and reduce backlog

o Establish secure funding mechanism
* Provide greater certainty for patent rights

* Provide less costly, time-limited administrative
alternatives to litigation

24



Timeline: Major Milestones

Monfhi . Mbnﬂw 2. . Montlii . Mﬁr.ﬂui . Niontuhﬁ ) I‘-\.’-loni._hﬁ . Mbntﬁ? ) Montl-w-s- . Mbr.thé ) Montl.w 10- . Month 1-1 ) I‘-\-"l-ont-l.w 12




Group 1 Rulemakings and Other Actions
(60-Day and Under Effective Dates) (a.k.a. G1 Rulemakings)

Date of Enactment 10 Days After 60 Days After Date of
(September 16, 2011) Date of Enactment October 1, 2011 Enactment
P ' (September 26, 2011) (November 15, 2011)
« Inter partes reexamination threshold  Prioritized Reserve fund Electronic filing
and termination examination incentive

« Taxstrategies are deemed within the | , 1504 transition

RUSRAT surcharge

* Best mode

e Human organism prohibition

 Venue change from DDC to EDVA for
suits brought under 35 U.S.C.
88 32, 145, 146, 154 (b)(4)(A), and
293

*  OED Statute of Limitations

* Fee Setting Authority (effective after
rulemaking)

*  Establishment of micro-entity
(effective after rulemaking)
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3 Group 2 Rulemakings

y : (12-Month Effective Date, i.e., September 16, 2012) (a.k.a. G2 Rulemakings)

Inventor’s oath/declaration

Third party submission of prior art for patent application
Supplemental examination

Citation of prior art in a patent file

Priority examination for important technologies

Inter partes review

Post grant review

Transitional program for covered business method patents

27



' Group 3 Rulemakings and Other Actions

y / (18-Month Effective Date, i.e., March 16, 2013) (a.k.a. G3 Rulemakings)

e First-Inventor-to-File

o Derivation proceedings

 Repeal of Statutory Invention Registration

28



Study Topic

Due Date from
Enactment

International Patent Protection 4 months
for Small Businesses

Prior User Rights 4 months
Genetic Testing 9 months

Misconduct Before the Office

Every 2 years

Satellite Offices 3 years
Virtual Marking 3 years
Implementation of AIA 4 years
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AlA Micro-Site

http://www.uspto.gov/americainventsact

Implementation Information
=« Pafent Examination

= Inter Partes Desputes

= Fees and Budgetary lssues

« DA Shudies and Reports

= Pyogranms

« MEcelanegus

AlY Resmirres

AL Informati Widens

Alh Press § o] Speeche

ALK Frig
Al

AL Biog

Announcemnents and Upooming ALA
Cwenis

Tuesdey, September 30, 2011 @& 2:10pm:
Commasoner Robert L. Stol

The 2151 A Ohin Arraual Fsttule on
Ttedectusl Property

Cleweland, OM

Waeireatay, Septemier 21, 2001 @ 2:10pm:
Commesoner Robert L. Stol

The 21t M Ohis Arrras Fetubs on

It ual Property

Cincannat, O

Friday. September 23, 2011 @ 1200pm:
Commssones Robert L. Stol

Wirgini State Bor [P Low Section
Moo, WA

Tuesdey, Septernber 27, 2011 & 1:00pm
Corremssoner Roben L Shol

American Conference Instfute

Bemiericd Irmvents At Webinar

Q1936
Regsratn & compimentary

Message trom Director David Kappos

Ori September 16, 3011, Presicent Barack Obama sgred into liw the Leafy-Smith America Irvents Act, wihich will Toster

inrunvatan and spur job creation in the United Stales
Nalions PElent SysTem since 1836

This Act sebs nba mobon the most comgrehensye averhaul B0 our

Thez: v v will D MOre CesTaenTy fof pabent apgicants and Dwners, and provioe the UISPTO: The respunies nesded i
operabe efficenthy and Esue high-quality patents, Implementation of the new B wil ooour over a penod of months, and
our LISFTO beam vl seek input and provide updates al along the way. [ strangly entourage you bo use this sibe bo
regriany Drack progress perfaining 1 the a0ency’s impementation eToers,

Al of us &t USPTIO ook fonward to veorking together with Hhe mnovation community’ io tackis the sxcing chalenges of
raling-out this fstore B Here ane & Tew documents to get staned:

Ay [Nenls At Saires CepsmceTy

White Hourse chat on the America Invents A

Press Aeieace: President Ol sores Amenca Inverts St
Inyents At

Americs Inyenls Aol EMeciie Dabes

LISFTO B Schedue

Tirmeline: Major Milesiones 30
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